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Every other major storm and disaster 

received a supplemental appropriation, 
but for some reason, victims of Hurri-
cane Michael remain waiting. 

The Air Force, expecting an appro-
priation, began the process of rebuild-
ing Tyndall Air Force Base. This morn-
ing, the Air Force put out news that 
they have run out of O&M funds. 

What does this mean? It means that, 
as of this morning, we have deferred 61 
required facility projects at bases in 18 
States across our country. 

It means that, on May 1, we will stop 
work on Tyndall Air Force Base, fail-
ing to meet our obligations to rebuild. 

It means that, on May 15, the Air 
Force will cut aircraft repairs, poten-
tially endangering our pilots’ safety 
when flying and limiting their training 
capacity. 

Ultimately, it means that, on Sep-
tember 1, we will cut 18,000 training 
flying hours. 

This is unacceptable in the current 
global environment. We must act now 
to ensure that the men and women 
serving in the Air Force are furnished 
with the tools to accomplish their mis-
sions. 

This is our job as the Congress, and 
we need to do it immediately, since 
there are very few legislative days re-
maining before the Easter break. 

f 

WORLD WATER DAY 
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate World Water Day, 
just celebrated on March 22. 

Water sustains life on Earth. It is 
critical to health, sanitation, food pro-
duction, and the economy at large. 

Tragically, over 2 billion people 
around our world lack access to safe 
drinking water, a humanitarian crisis. 
Some live in our country. 

Limited access to freshwater is an 
ever-increasing risk to our national se-
curity as nations go to war over this 
precious resource. Meanwhile, terrorist 
organizations seek to control water re-
sources to finance their destabilizing 
activities. That is why we must fully 
fund U.S. diplomatic leadership, to en-
sure that the looming conflicts over 
water can be nipped in the bud. 

My own constituents in northern 
Ohio are acutely aware of how precious 
access to clean water can be. In the 
summer of 2014, fertilizer runoff led to 
massive clusters of harmful algae 
blooms in Lake Erie, compromising 
water supplies to over half a million 
residents of Toledo. Flint, Michigan, 
shortly thereafter, endured its own 
water crisis. 

As the Appropriations Committee’s 
Energy and Water Development, and 
Related Agencies Subcommittee chair, 
I can assure you that our committee is 
working tirelessly to fight for im-
proved infrastructure, environmental 
protections, and access to clean water. 

Together, we will meet this crisis in 
our country and abroad and allow the 

vital human right for freshwater to be-
long to everyone. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
BARBARA RICCA 

(Mr. JOYCE of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the passing of 
a dear friend and a model public serv-
ant from my district, Ms. Barbara 
Ricca of Newbury Township in Geauga 
County. Ms. Ricca passed away peace-
fully on Saturday morning, March 23, 
at the age of 95. 

Barb proudly served as the legal sec-
retary for Geauga County for over 30 
years. She worked under five different 
prosecutors from both parties. In fact, 
when I became prosecutor, Barbara was 
my very first secretary. 

She worked tirelessly until her re-
tirement, but Barb did not retire from 
life. She worked just as hard as a vol-
unteer at University Hospitals Geauga 
Medical Center and could be found 
baling hay on their family farm. 

For relaxation, she played in the 
Great Geauga County Fair Band, of 
which she had been an original charter 
member since 1938. Most recently, I had 
the honor of pinning Barb at the 
Geauga County Fair to commemorate 
her 80th year of playing in the fair 
band. 

Barb will not only be missed by her 
loving family and friends but by the 
entire Geauga County community. 

May Barbara Ricca rest in peace. 
f 

CONGRATULATING FULLERTON 
COLLEGE BASKETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, to my 
right is a picture of champs. I con-
gratulate the Fullerton College men’s 
basketball team for winning the State 
championship this last weekend. 

This victory marks Fullerton Col-
lege’s fourth State championship title, 
but the first since 2006. This awesome 
performance is thanks to Coach Perry 
Webster and tournament MVP Lance 
Coleman, sophomore Rodrick McCobb, 
and the rest of the talented players. 

I am honored to recognize these fine 
young men. These players are going to 
be role models, and they are going to 
be leaders in our community. These 
men have learned a lesson, which is 
that hard work and determination pay 
off. 

These are our State champions. Con-
gratulations to Coach Webster and the 
Hornets. They have earned this vic-
tory. 

Go Hornets. 
f 

CONGRATULATING LAKELAND 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL 
TEAM 
(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SPANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Lakeland 
Christian School Mock Trial team for 
winning second place in the Florida 
High School Mock Trial Competition. 

The team previously won first place 
in regionals and went on to win not 
only second place among all teams in 
Florida but also the Stephen 
Shenkman Professionalism Award and 
the Best Attorney award, which was 
granted to Abby Branham. 

In addition to Abby, the team in-
cluded Ama Fosu, Annie Bolter, Trent 
Curtis, Keaton Walding, Jace Gravitt, 
Faith Nagy, Emily Branham, Lucy 
Bolter, Seth Martinez, Tag Hunt, Riley 
Rhoden, Carter Sawicki, Haley Caylor, 
and Aline Peek. 

These students dedicated many hours 
of hard work and preparation to learn 
the facts of their case and present 
them thoughtfully in the competition. 
I am confident the knowledge they 
gained will help them become active 
members of our community in college 
and beyond. 

Their success comes not only from 
their own hard work but also from the 
mentors who guided them through the 
process. The talented students were 
coached by Chasity Branham, professor 
of criminal justice at Polk State Col-
lege, and Judge Melissa Gravitt, who 
recently assumed the bench for Flor-
ida’s 10th Judicial Circuit. 

These women took many hours out of 
their busy schedules to impart their 
passion for justice to these students. I 
appreciate all that they do. Our next 
generation is made better by their 
service. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF JUDGE 
RAMON GARCIA 

(Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the ca-
reer and service of a gentleman, the 
Honorable Ramon Garcia. 

Judge Garcia recently completed his 
third term as the Hidalgo County 
judge, serving with honor and distinc-
tion during his tenure. Judge Garcia 
was first elected in 2002. At the end of 
his tenure in 2006, Judge Garcia left Hi-
dalgo County in the best financial posi-
tion it had ever been in, in its history. 

Judge Garcia returned for a second 
round as Hidalgo County judge, being 
elected for a second term in 2010, and a 
third term in 2014, having served until 
this year in 2019. 

His leadership and fiscally respon-
sible policies have paved the way for 
Hidalgo County to construct a much- 
needed county courthouse. The Hidalgo 
County Commissioners Court officially 
named the courthouse’s law library the 
‘‘Hidalgo County Judge Ramon Garcia 
Law Library,’’ paying homage to his 
positive contributions to Hidalgo Coun-
ty. 
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